Maryland Wing, Directorate of Safety

FIRST AID FOR FUELS

When working around aircraft of ground vehicles, you must be careful about hydrocarbon
based fuels & lubricants (gasoline, oil, hydraulic fluid, brake fluid, etc.). Here’s the
important thing to remember about splashed / spilled fuel:

Because contact with hydrocarbon fuels causes skin irritation, you should always
minimize the amount of time it stays in contact with your skin. Here are some common
sense steps you should always take to protect yourself when working around vehicle fuels:

¢ If fuel gets into the eyes, immediately flush them with water for 15 minutes. Get
medical attention as soon as possible.

¢ If fuel is swallowed, do not induce vomiting. Get medical attention as soon as possible.

¢ If splashed with fuel, thoroughly wash the affected skin with soap and water as soon as
possible.

¢ Remove fuel-contaminated clothing, gloves or other items of personal apparel as soon
as possible and wash the affected skin with soap and water.

¢ Thoroughly air out and then launder fuel-contaminated clothing before wearing it
again. DO NOT place contaminated clothing in lockers, suitcases or other confined
spaces and DO NOT hang contaminated clothing near sources of heat of fire. After
thoroughly laundering, allow clothing to air dry.
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